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Our Vision: A thriving industry delivering  
life-changing advanced therapies to the world
Our role
Our role is to create powerful collaborations which overcome challenges to the 
advancement of the sector.

How we work
We are a team of experts covering all of aspects of advanced therapies. Applying our 
unique capabilities and assets, we collaborate with academia, industry and healthcare 
providers to develop new technology and innovation.

Our impact
Our outputs leverage research, transform barriers into industrial advantage, and attract 
investment for our collaborators. We help people acquire new skills, organisations 
establish new capabilities and policymakers develop new perspectives.

academia...
to support academic researchers to identify and commercialise viable research into 
advanced therapies, providing pre-clinical and non-clinical support, coupled with 
regulatory engagement and expert advice to help secure investment funding...

industry...
to create powerful collaborations that significantly improve efficiency and reduce 
the cost of development and manufacturing advanced therapy medicinal products 
(ATMPs) in the UK... 

healthcare providers...
to support clinical adoption of advanced therapies; we have built a network that 
includes healthcare providers, regulators, industry, and supply chain aimed at building 
the clinical systems, skills and expertise that are necessary for patients to benefit from 
the growing number of approved and reimbursed ATMPs available through the NHS.

The partnerships we have developed have helped to position the UK as a global 
leader in the development of advanced therapies, and they continue to drive growth 
and investment in the development of ATMPs, exemplifying UK leadership in life 
sciences and realising significant value to the UK economy. 

To advance the industry, we collaborate with…
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Established by Innovate UK in 2012, the Cell and Gene 
Therapy Catapult (CGT Catapult) is an independent innovation 
and technology organisation committed to delivering impact 
for the cell and gene therapy industry.

In the decade since it launched, CGT Catapult has 
consistently delivered by creating powerful collaborations 
which overcome challenges to the advancement of the sector. 

Introduction
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UK ATMP industry growth 
and CGT Catapult impact

2021/22 Cell and Gene Therapy 
Catapult outputs and outcomes 

Annual investment in ATMPs

Phase III 
clinical trials

Growth of ATMP GMP 
manufacturing space

2020

£0.9b

2021

£1.3b

2022

£1.7b 
(31% increase 

since 2021)

20,500m2

2020

31,800m2

2021

2022

40,000m2 
(25% increase 

since 2021)

2022

44

2021

38

2020

28

Approved 
therapies 
reaching 
patients

2022

10

2021

9

2020

7

Increasing employment in 
advanced therapies and 
bioprocessing industries

2020 2022

3,033

6,956

3

4

79
59
25

core  
research 
programmes

Skills and training 
programmes

collaborative 
projects

international 
collaborations

university and 
research institute 
collaborators

companies collaborated 
with on ATMP 
innovation (47% of 
which are UK SMEs)

CGT Catapult further 
expands manufacturing 
innovation capacity in 
Braintree

First collaborative 
project started 
at CGT Catapult 
Braintree

companies being 
supported with longer 
term GMP manufacturing 
innovation

companies 
supported with 
upskilling and 
training

£434m
raised in 2021/22 by 
our UK collaborators 
in Stevenage

people upskilled 
and supported 
with training

learning modules and training 
generated by the Advanced 
Therapies Treatment Centre 
(ATTC) Network

Over

154

7

125

73

5,000

companies supported 
that are conducting 
clinical trials

23

£1.3b
in financing 
raised by our UK 
collaborators

Over

17,787
ATTC NHS Readiness 
Toolkit accessed over

times  

Advanced Therapies  
Apprenticeships Community  
(ATAC) apprentices employed  
by 40 companies in the UK 

224

commercialised 
through the 
ATTC Network

3 ATMPs
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Despite the challenges of the last few years, the UK cell 
and gene therapy industry has continued to build on its 
status as a leading light in the country’s life sciences 
portfolio. 

In 2021/22, UK-based ATMP developers raised over 
£1.7b in funding, demonstrating a 30% growth year on 
year. Of that figure, over £1.3b, or 76%, was raised by 
current or former CGT Catapult collaborators, which is 
90 times the amount of Core Grant Funding received by 
CGT Catapult in the same period. This demonstrates 
not only the growing confidence among investors in this 
rapidly expanding sector, but also the important role 
played by CGT Catapult in making the UK a preferred 
venue for developing and trialling innovative new 
treatments.

We continue to see significant growth year on year 
in the number of clinical trials of advanced therapies 
that are taking place in the UK, and our 9% global 
share for ATMP studies remains much higher than for 
conventional therapies. Developers continue to place a 
premium on the impressive technological expertise and 
manufacturing capacity we have to offer when choosing 
where to manufacture their products.

The CGT Catapult has played a critical role over the 
last 10 years in developing this expertise and building 
this capacity. We will continue to do so, working with 
industry, academia, regulators, healthcare providers 
and others to accelerate progress in the development 
of advanced therapies and ensure that patients in need 
benefit from their therapeutic potential. CGT Catapult 
would like to express its thanks to all those who have 
worked with us over the past year – and the past  
decade – to help make this a reality.

On-going support from Innovate UK and wider 
Government has been critical. The Government has 
further backed the sector, having designated Stevenage 
as a High Potential opportunity Zone by the Department 
for International Trade (DIT) and the Stevenage cell and 
gene therapy cluster has further expanded over the last 

year. It has also been instrumental in funding the ongoing 
work of the Advanced Therapies Treatment Centres 
(ATTC) and the Advanced Therapies Skills Training 
Network (ATSTN).

Funding from Department for Business, Energy & 
Industrial Strategy (BEIS) administered through Innovate 
UK was fundamental to the CGT Catapult acquisition 
of the Braintree Manufacturing Innovation Centre (MIC). 
Since then, we have already seen the creation of 200 
high-skilled jobs in the local area, and collaborators are 
now accessing cutting-edge technological capabilities 
for the CGT Catapult on the site.

Having taken over the role of Chairman earlier this year, 
I am grateful for the privilege of being a champion for 
the industry at a critical time. Ten years on from its 
establishment, and as the industry continues to evolve 
and the life-changing potential of these therapies is 
increasingly recognised, the role of CGT Catapult has 
never been more important.

 The Cell and Gene Therapy Catapult has 
played a critical role over the last 10 years 
in developing this expertise and building 
this capacity. We will continue to do so, 
working with industry, academia, regulators, 
healthcare providers and others to accelerate 
progress in the development of advanced 
therapies and ensure that patients in need 
benefit from their therapeutic potential. 

Chairman’s statement

Ian McCubbin, CBE 
Chairman

In its 10th year, CGT Catapult has continued its work 
to maintain and grow the UK’s competitive edge in the 
global development and manufacture of ATMPs.

Since the CGT Catapult was established in 2012, we 
have evolved and extended our approach, and today we 
have a vision of a thriving industry delivering life-changing 
advanced therapies to the world. The last decade has 
seen the industry progress from a nascent stage to one 
that now employs thousands of skilled professionals 
working on the development of life-changing treatments 
– and it’s right that our current activities reflect the 
demands of a growing industry.

Driving the industry’s rapid progress – and at the core 
of the CGT Catapult’s business approach – are the 
collaborations we have entered into with organisations 
across the industry. This year, we have continued to 
work closely with our long-term collaborators to boost 
their capability and secure their continuing development 
of ATMPs in the UK. 

At the same time, we have continued to form new 
partnerships across academia and industry, SMEs and 
large pharmaceutical developers, with the aim of building 
a sustainable, technologically innovative UK ATMP sector 
that delivers genuine impact for both clinicians and 
patients. 

As we look forward to the year ahead, and the next 
decade to come, we will continue our relentless focus 
on delivering impact in areas that are essential to meet 
future demand and to ensure the UK continues to be an 
attractive destination for ATMP companies. 

Technology and innovation, a skilled workforce, 
manufacturing capacity and integrated healthcare will 
be essential for the UK to maintain its leading position, 
and we are proud of our efforts to enable all these areas 
for cell and gene therapies. In the months and years 
to come, we will continue to support the sector across 
the UK, to ensure that the capabilities and knowledge 
we have are within reach of the entire ATMP ecosystem 
and that all regions across the UK benefit from the life 
changing outcomes of these therapies and the highly 
skilled and rewarding jobs created as a result.

 As we look forward to the year ahead, 
and the next decade to come, we will 
continue our relentless focus on delivering 
impact in areas that are essential to meet 
future demand and to ensure the UK 
continues to be an attractive destination for 
ATMP companies. 

Chief Executive’s statement

Matthew Durdy  
Chief Executive
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Since the Cell and Gene Therapy Catapult was 
established in 2012, the UK landscape for advanced 
therapies has rapidly evolved.

Over the last five years, the industry has grown 
quickly with the number of ongoing late-stage clinical 
trials in the UK reaching 48 for a range of therapies, a 
9% growth over the previous year.

From just two available treatments in 2018/19, the 
number of ATMPs approved and / or reimbursed 
for use by the NHS has grown to 10 in 2021/22, 
and includes treatments for blood cancers, retinal 
dystrophy B-cell lymphoma, melanoma and  
Crohn’s disease. 

In 2021/22, CGT Catapult collaborated with 154 
companies across all aspects of ATMP development 
and commercialisation, from supporting researchers 
through to enabling patients to obtain effective access 
to these treatments through the NHS. 

Ten years of accelerating innovation 
in cell and gene therapies

Accelerating innovation in the cell 
and gene therapy landscape

 To date, the CGT Catapult has played a 
critical role in accelerating the progress of 
advanced therapies from lab to the clinic, 
establishing a clear vision for treatment 
in the UK and ensuring that patients 
receive treatments from well-trained staff in 
optimised environments. 

Dr Jacqueline Barry  
Chief Clinical Officer

Widening access to cell and gene therapies for clinicians and patients

CGT Catapult funding and industry leverage since 2012

2012  Cell Therapy Catapult is established 
with a mission to grow a viable and 
sustainable cell therapy industry 
in the UK enabling access to 
finance, and providing clinical and 
technical expertise to allow the rapid 
exploitation of cell therapies

2013 Cell Therapy Catapult publishes 
the first Clinical Trials Database 
highlighting the growth of trials  
in the UK 

2014 New facility in Guy’s Hospital, London 
is opened by the UK Secretary of 
State for Business and Industrial 
Strategy providing expanded 
laboratory and space and capabilities 
to further support the industry

2014 Cell Therapy Catapult announces 
plans to create a cell therapy 
Manufacturing Innovation Centre 
(MIC) in Stevenage, with £44m+ 
funding from the UK Government 

2016 Cell Therapy Catapult is renamed 
to Cell and Gene Therapy Catapult 
(CGT Catapult), reflecting the growth 
in gene modified cell therapies and 
the wave of direct gene therapies in 
development

2017 First UK Cell and Gene Therapy 
Skills Demand Report is published, 
forecasting dramatic increasing 
demand for sector employment

2018 The Advanced Therapy Treatment 
Centres (ATTC) network launches –  
a world-first initiative, enabling best 
practice and NHS readiness for 
ATMPs, coordinated by the Cell and 
Gene Therapy Catapult 

2018 World’s first Advanced Therapy 
Apprenticeship Community (ATAC) 
launched with funding from  
Innovate UK 

2018 Autolus Ltd, a biopharmaceutical 
company focused on the 
development and commercialisation 
of next-generation engineered T-cell 
therapies for haematological and 
solid tumours becomes the first 
company to begin manufacturing in 
the Stevenage MIC

2018 Adaptimmune, a leader in T-cell 
therapy to treat cancer, announces 
it will begin vector production at the 
Stevenage MIC

2019 Completed expansion of Stevenage 
MIC expansion to meet the 
increasing sector demand for 
manufacturing innovation

2020 CGT Catapult launches the ATSTN 
to support the growing demand 
for ATMP upskilling, enabled with 
funding from UK Government’s 
BEIS Department

2020 BEIS and the Vaccine Taskforce 
fund the purchase of a facility 
in Braintree, in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and future 
positioning as an additional cell 
and gene therapy Manufacturing 
Innovation Centre

2021 CGT Catapult announces expansion 
with new laboratories and offices 
planned for the Bioquarter in 
Edinburgh

2022 CGT Catapult and the industry 
publish the National Cell and Gene 
Therapy Vision for the UK, outlining 
recommendations to ensure the UK 
maintains its global advantage

investment received by UK ATMP 
companies since 2012

£5.5b
core grant funding from 
UK government since 2012

additional grants and other income 
secured by CGT Catapult since 2012 

£128m £223m

UK Cell and Gene Therapy industry in 2022

clinical trials taking 
place in the UK

increase 
vs 2020

168
Phase II/III or Phase III 
clinical trials

48
cell and gene therapies approved 
and reimbursed by the NHS

10 9%
£ £+
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Over the last decade, CGT Catapult has worked 
with industry in the development of novel processes 
and analytical techniques for cell and gene therapy 
manufacture. 

In that time, CGT Catapult has sought to add additional 
value to the cell and gene therapy field by identifying 
opportunities and projects that complement the work of 
the industry in developing and manufacturing ATMPs. 

In 2021/22, this approach has seen CGT Catapult 
continue to focus efforts in the following areas:

• Understanding and characterising new ATMPs

• Developing safer, more efficient processes for  
ATMPs in clinical studies

• Innovation in cell and gene therapy manufacturing

We work with our collaborators to broadly disseminate 
this knowledge and know-how to the benefit of UK 
industry and academia.

Driving forward technology  
and process innovation

Supporting academia to progress 
vital ATMP research

CGT Catapult is committed to ensuring that 
the UK can translate the cutting-edge cell 
and gene therapy research taking place in 
our universities and other institutions into 
commercially successful ATMPs. Since 2018, 
CGT Catapult has contributed to the launch 
of five new spin-out companies from leading 
UK universities, through advising academic 
researchers on issues including non-clinical 
development, commercial development and 
investment strategies to secure funding.

In 2021/22, CGT Catapult has partnered with 
25 leading research institutions to accelerate 
innovation of a wide range of potential 
treatments and to identify opportunities 
through which to commercialise this research. 

The Challenge: Identifying innovative approaches to addressing barriers in the 
ATMP industry.

The CGT Catapult and Deep Science Ventures, a London-based venture creator, have 
launched a partnership to generate innovative approaches to address barriers in the 
ATMP industry, create new companies and deliver better patient outcomes.

Together with Deep Science Ventures, CGT Catapult is working to identify specific 
innovation challenges, evaluate potential approaches for scientific and commercial 
viability, build teams around the optimal approaches and create one or more new  
high-impact ventures. 

We believe this approach will ultimately progress companies delivering improved patient 
outcomes as well as supporting innovation and high value employment in the sector.

Case study 
Cell and Gene Therapy Catapult and Deep 
Science Ventures collaborate to boost 
innovation in the advanced therapy sector

Dr Jonathan Appleby  
Chief Scientific 
Officer

Case study 
Creating industry-wide 
collaboration around process 
analytical technology (PAT)

The Challenge: Rapidly advancing ATMP process 
technology and know-how to ensure safe and efficient 
production methodologies. 

Since 2018 CGT Catapult has focused on creating 
increasingly advanced in-process analytical technologies. 
These capabilities, built using Innovate UK funds, led to 
collaborations in T-cell bioprocessing (Autolus), lentiviral 
vector manufacturing (Oxford Biomedica and GSK) and 
AAV vector manufacturing (Allergan). 

In 2020 CGT Catapult created the PAT Consortium 
composed of 24 national and international 
companies. CGT Catapult conducted a series of T-cell 
immunotherapy manufacturing runs and evaluated the 
utility of several cutting-edge analytical technologies  
for their ability to improve process control thereby 
potentially improving product safety for this class of 
cancer treatments.  

 Over the last 10 years, CGT Catapult has 
consistently worked with scientists and SMEs 
at the forefront of the ATMP industry, bringing 
our resources and commitment to tackling the 
industry’s biggest challenges. 
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While cell and gene therapies have demonstrated their potential to 
transform the way clinicians treat a wide range of different conditions, 
there remain significant challenges to their study and development. CGT 
Catapult has worked with UK SME ATMP developers to support the 
development and execution of advanced medicines development plans.

From providing pre-clinical advice on potential new treatments through 
to supporting companies to engage with regulators and enable market 
access, CGT Catapult works with SME collaborators to accelerate the 
development of promising therapies and accelerate innovation within 
the UK cell and gene therapy industry.

Over the past decade, the UK cell and gene industry 
has continued to grow at a remarkable rate. Since our 
inception in 2012, there has been £5.5b cumulative 
investment in UK advanced therapy with £1.7b raised  
in the last year alone, representing a 30% growth year 
on year.  

The CGT Catapult has facilitated the strategic growth 
of the UK cell and gene therapy sector working closely 
with technology and therapeutics developers, supply 
chain companies, specialist property developers, as 
well as investors, local councils and skills providers. 
The industry has also become an increasingly attractive 
prospect for investors, who recognise the transformative 
impact of advanced therapies in the medium to long 
term. Since 2012, UK ATMP companies have received 
£5.5b in investment. 

In 2021/22, the CGT Catapult continued its work to 
expand the UK’s capabilities and capacity for ATMP 
development by ensuring companies have access to 
essential GMP manufacturing space and are supported 
with technology and manufacturing innovation. 

Accelerating innovation by 
supporting UK SMEs

Growing and developing the UK as a 
global centre for cell and gene therapy

Case study 
MICA Biosystems brings 
revolutionary regenerative 
medicine technology to the MHRA

Case study 
Rinri Therapeutics collaborates with Cell 
and Gene Therapy Catapult to advance 
novel therapy to restore hearing loss

MICA Biosystems are a UK SME developing a ground-breaking 
platform that uses patented nanotechnology to repair or replace 
damaged or diseased tissue. 

CGT Catapult has supported MICA through the process of taking 
its novel technology and concepts into clinical trials, utilising our 
experience in engaging with the UK Medicines and Healthcare 
products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) to ensure a smooth transition 
into clinical trial stage.

In collaboration with the CGT Catapult, Rinri Therapeutics have been 
successful in securing an Innovate UK grant award together with the 
Universities of Sheffield and Nottingham. During the project, the CGT 
Catapult is supporting Rinri Therapeutics to establish process and 
analytical tools for clinical trial manufacture of their stem cell therapy.

The project will accelerate the development of a first-in-class stem 
cell therapy providing hope for patients suffering hearing loss from a 
condition which currently has no effective treatment.

The Challenge: Supporting a UK SME through clinical and 
regulatory requirements to reach clinical trial stage.

The Challenge: Supporting innovative startups with guidance on 
process technologies.

Sharon Brownlow  
Chief Business Officer

 The UK cell and gene therapy industry has gone 
from strength to strength, with UK-based SMEs driving 
a significant portion of this growth. CGT Catapult has 
been delighted to support many of the most promising 
ATMP developers through our unique support. 

Promoting the UK as a destination for ATMP development

SME interactions

UK industry and investment

CR&D Projects involving SMEs

37
Commercial Readiness Advice Clinics 
provided to early-stage companies

33
Total SME collaborations

73

investment received by UK 
ATMP companies since 2012

investment in UK ATMP 
developers in 2021/22

£1.7b 

European ATMP companies 
operating in the UK

32%

£5.5b 
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The UK is home to the third largest cluster of cell and 
gene therapy companies in the world. Since the opening 
of the Stevenage MIC in 2018, the centre has supported 
seven leading developers of ATMPs by providing access 
to highly agile GMP capabilities, expertise in quality and 
regulations and GMP manufacturing space essential to 
progress their products. 

In 2021/22, CGT Catapult has continued to support and 
accelerate collaborator companies in Stevenage as well 
as expanding its capabilities through the CGT Catapult 
Braintree. This will provide access to advanced 
manufacturing technologies to accelerate industry’s  
adoption of ever-more innovative approaches to clinical  
and commercial ATMP production.

Supporting innovation and scale in UK ATMP manufacturing

Dr Stephen Ward  
Chief Manufacturing 
Officer

 Manufacturing innovation is essential for the advancement of the 
sector. We are proud to have extended our support for current and  
future collaborators across the UK, so that they can continue to access 
the most advanced manufacturing capability and capacity. 

Glasgow Edinburgh

Motherwell

Newcastle

Barnsley
Manchester

Liverpool

Keele

Birmingham

Filton
Oxford

Stevenage

Langford
London

Cell and Gene Therapy

Gene Therapy

Cell Therapy

Case study 
Rentschler Biopharma build 
their ATMP development and 
manufacturing facility in Stevenage

For the UK to be an attractive destination for ATMP development, companies 
require access to capabilities that enable them to rapidly progress therapies from 
clinical scale to commercial production.

CGT Catapult has invested in these capabilities, along with a unique operating 
model, which has resulted in a significant collaboration with German-based 
Rentschler Biopharma, a globally recognised provider of contract pharmaceutical 
services. The scope of the collaboration is focused on Rentschler establishing a 
scalable platform process to make Adeno Associated Virus (AAV) gene vectors, at 
the CGT Catapult site in Stevenage, for both UK and global supply.

This investment will further accelerate the development of vital infrastructure and 
result in the creation of skilled jobs needed to meet the rising demand from UK 
and international ATMP developers for suitable manufacturing capability, as well as 
strengthen the supply chain for advanced therapies.

The Challenge: Attracting inward investment and increasing the UK manufacturing 
capability for cell and gene therapies.

UK ATMP Manufacturing

GMP manufacturing 
facilities in the UK

26
ATMP GMP 
manufacturing space

39,319m2

UK

Case study 
Expanding Quell 
Therapeutics’s clinical 
manufacturing capabilities

In September 2021, Quell Therapeutics announced that it would establish a collaboration with CGT Catapult at the 
Stevenage MIC. The collaboration provided Quell Therapeutics with flexible capacity and a proven model in order 
to scale production of their novel engineered Treg cell therapies for neuroinflammation and autoimmune diseases.

Collaboration with CGT Catapult ensured that Quell Therapeutics had flexibility to scale production capacity as it 
prepared for its first clinical trial with their lead candidate QEL-001.

The Challenge: Establishing high throughput manufacture of autologous immune regulatory therapies with 
a world-leading UK developer.
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Supporting clinical adoption of ATMPs
Since inception, CGT Catapult has worked closely with industry to 
support the translation of early-stage R&D and laboratory-based work 
into the clinical setting – helping to ensure that patients have access to 
potentially life-changing treatments.

For both patients and clinicians, cell and gene therapies represent 
a treatment revolution, and – as of 2022 – there are currently 10 
advanced therapy medicinal products approved for use on the NHS, 
and a further 48 that are in Phase II/III or Phase III clinical trials. 

With each therapy that reaches clinical trial stage, new challenges 
emerge in how to translate products out of the laboratory through to 
the bedside.

Over the last four years, the CGT Catapult worked with its collaborators 
in academia and industry to address the challenges for the clinical 
adoption of ATMPs. These collaborations have helped to address 
barriers in clinical supply, reimbursement, manufacturing, supply chain 
logistics, clinical trial capability and upskilling via specialist training  
and development.

Delivering impact for clinicians and patients

Case study 
Launching a national cell 
and gene therapy vision 
for the UK

In 2018, the CGT Catapult coordinated the founding ATTC network. 
Its purpose was to form partnerships between academia, regulators, 
hospitals, supply chain experts and therapy manufacturers, to 
accelerate products out of the laboratory to the bedside.

In 2021/22, building on the work of the ATTC Network CGT Catapult 
and the industry launched the National Cell and Gene Therapy Vision 
for the UK, outlining recommendations to ensure the UK maintains its 
global advantage.

The vision paper identifies activities that will help to cement the UK as 
a world leader in the development and delivery of advanced therapies, 
including recommendations on: 

• Development of a UK advanced therapy manufacturing sector

• Enhancing the knowledge and skills of the workforce to prepare for 
future therapies 

• Expanding capacity of UK treatment centres through both new and 
existing centres  

• Effective horizon scanning to prepare the NHS and industry for novel 
therapies; and attracting further global commercial investment in 
clinical research.

The Challenge: Ensuring the UK maintains its global advantage.

Case study 
Guiding clinicians 
through the delivery of 
ATMPs to patients

In 2021/22, the ATTC network launched the Advanced Therapies NHS 
Readiness Toolkit, a free online resource which offers users the latest 
guidance and standardised templates to rapidly advance planning and 
preparations necessary for delivery of ATMPs to patients.

This new resource has supported the development of clinical and 
financial governance, regulatory and commissioning frameworks, 
business cases and contracts, risk management protocols, 
implementation planning, logistics, pharmacy, clinical administration, 
cross-specialty working, and service evaluation and outcomes.

The Challenge: As the advanced therapy industry grows, and clinical 
centres plan to deliver more novel therapies to patients, clinicians will 
be required to understand the processes that need to be followed 
before proceeding with an ATMP clinical trial or commissioning 
framework.

Key impacts

of global clinical trials taking 
place within the ATTC network

5%
approved and reimbursed 
for use on the NHS

10 ATMPs
of global clinical trials 
taking place in the UK

9%
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Meeting future skills demands

Studies undertaken by CGT Catapult show that the cell and gene therapy and 
bioprocessing industries in the UK currently employ nearly 7,000 people – it 
is predicted that this figure will more than double by 2026, with more than 
15,000 high skilled roles required by this date.

With rapid growth comes increasing demand for the skills and talent needed 
to sustain it. The CGT Catapult is dedicated to developing and growing the UK 
advanced therapies workforce so that it remains responsive and adaptable to 
industry needs – and that therapy developers remain confident in the UK as 
an attractive location to establish new activities. 

In 2021/22, more than 5,000 people have completed courses through CGT 
Catapult initiatives, provided through the ATSTN and the National Training 
Centres that CGT Catapult coordinates with industry, apprenticeships through 
the ATAC and also through the ATTC network.

CGT Catapult also works closely with its collaborators to ensure that training 
and skills initiatives reflect the practical requirements of the industry.  
In 2021/22, CGT Catapult worked with 125 companies to identify skills  
needs, develop programmes and support talent development.

An expanding cell and gene therapy industry will 
benefit the whole of the UK, not only from their 
transformational therapeutic potential but also through 
increased numbers of highly skilled roles required 
because of this growth.  

In 2021/22, the CGT Catapult has widely supported 
industry investment and growth across the UK and is 
enabling the necessary growth of the national cell and 
gene therapy workforce:  

• Establishing a new facility in Edinburgh to support 
advanced therapy developers in Northern Ireland, 
Scotland and the North

• Investing in a Manufacturing Innovation Centre in 
Braintree, Essex

• Continued working to expand the ATMP cluster 
around the Stevenage MIC in Hertfordshire working 
with the local partners, government and related 
industries 

• Disseminating CGT Catapult know-how on the 
specification and build of ATMP manufacturing 
facilities that is now being used across the UK, 
including modular off-site construction techniques  
on a site in North-East England  

• Supporting the creation of LifeArc/MRC Gene 
Therapy Innovation hubs in Sheffield and Bristol

• Coordinating national skills and training initiatives 
ATAC and ATSTN 

• Coordinating centres across the UK through the 
ATTC network to provide the systems and solutions 
to accelerate NHS adoption of advanced therapies.

Levelling up, skills and local growth Levelling up and local growth

Case study 
The Advanced Therapy 
Apprenticeship Community

Since 2019, ATAC has successfully developed an apprentice 
programme dedicated to cell and gene therapies. In April 2021, 
CGT Catapult secured further grant funding of £0.5m from 
Innovate UK to deliver 50 more apprentices, develop a wider range 
of apprenticeships and address the industry need for digital skills: 

• 87 new apprentices recruited (against the target of 50) giving a 
total cohort of 224 

• Outstanding 92% retention of ATAC apprentices against a 
national average of 52%

• Delivered 44 technical and leadership cohort activities 

• Built a new data and informatics pathway to support industry 
demand from entry level to masters.

The Challenge: Providing the talented and skilled individuals to 
support the rapid growth of the UK ATMP sector.

people employed in the cell and gene 
and bioprocessing industries in 2021

forecast number of skilled 
roles required by 2026

15,000

people upskilled through initiatives 
run by CGT Catapult in 2021/22

5,155

6,956
 CGT Catapult offices

 Midland and Wales  
ATTC partners

 ATSTN, National Training 
Centres partners

 iMatch ATTC partners

 Northern Alliance  
ATTC partners
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In 2021/22, the industry’s continued growth trajectory over the past 
decade has strengthened. Significant progress has been made 
in enhancing the UK’s ATMP manufacturing capability – with 26 
GMP facilities, 40,000m² of clean room capacity available to ATMP 
developers and high-profile projects underway that will advance the 
technology and processes through which ATMPs are manufactured. 
Access to this capacity, technology and expertise will spur on 

development, driving greater efficiency, reduced costs and better 
outcomes for developers, clinicians and patients. 

In the year ahead, CGT Catapult will continue to build on the progress 
of the last 10 years, as we open up our Braintree Manufacturing 
Innovation Centre to collaborators and expand the support we 
offer to collaborators in the North of England, Northern Ireland and 
Scotland through the launch of our new Edinburgh facility, based at the 
University of Edinburgh’s Institute for Regeneration and Repair.

Looking forward to the next decade, our vision of a thriving industry for 
advanced therapies in the UK will continue to drive our work. To ensure 
this vision is realised, CGT Catapult will continue to support industry 
through powerful collaborations, that help companies to overcome 
manufacturing, technological and regulatory barriers, and which help to 
commercialise promising new research. 

Already home to the third largest cell and gene therapy cluster in the 
world, the UK will, within the next decade, be home to developers 
based across the country contributing to a thriving, competitive 
industry that attracts the highest levels of investment, and remains a 
hugely attractive base for national and international ATMP developers. 

Looking to the next decade, 2032 and beyond Financial highlights

Income

Balance sheet

For year ended 31st March 2022
2022

£’000s
2021

£’000s
2020

£’000s

Innovate UK core grant funding 14,500 14,200 15,800

Third party grant funding 34,500 34,500 8,100

Industrial income 25,300 21,200 14,900

Total 74,300 69,900 38,800

For year ended 31st March 2022
2022

£’000s
2021

£’000s
2020

£’000s

Fixed assets 81,800 74,600 56,300

Net current assets 34,400 28,300 12,500

Creditors (17,600) (17,100) (7,000)

Provision for liabilities (19,900) (13,600) (10,300)

Net assets 78,700 72,200 51,500

Capital and reserves 78,700 72,200 51,500

For patients...
access to life-changing new 

treatments will fundamentally 
transform how a wide range of 

diseases are treated in  
the future.

For the UK...
The advancement of disruptive 

therapies into healthcare systems will 
unlock massive economic potential and 
help realise substantial growth for both 

national and local economies.

For those developing  
and manufacturing…

the benefits of technology and  
process innovations will usher in a new 

generation of capabilities underpinned by 
thousands of highly skilled new jobs.

The benefits will be clear...
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CGT Catapult receives substantial grants from Innovate UK and  
works in coordination with them while remaining independent  
and self-governing.

Operating subsidiaries 
Cell Therapy Catapult Services Limited and the CGTC  
Manufacturing Innovation Centre Ltd.

Our committees as of April 2022
We have established three committees that meet independently  
and make recommendations for the Board.

CGTC Nomination Committee members
  Ian McCubbin, CBE 

  Hilary Newiss                    

  Stuart Henderson

  Matthew Durdy  

CGTC Remuneration Committee members
  Dr Steven Chatfield

  Hilary Newiss

  Christine Soden

CGTC Audit Committee members
  Christine Soden

  Dr Steven Chatfield

  Prof. Angela Thomas, OBE, PhD, FRCPEdin, FRCPath

  Prof. Sir Bruce Keogh, KBE, FMedSci  

Cell Therapy Catapult Limited* is an independent,  
not-for profit company limited by guarantee.

Corporate governance Non-Executive Directors

Ian McCubbin, CBE  
Chairman 

Dr Ian Campbell, OBE 
Director

Dr Steven Chatfield  
Director

Prof. Uta Griesenbach 
Director

Prof. Angela Thomas, OBE, 
PhD, FRCPEdin, FRCPath 
Director

Christine Soden 
Director

Prof. Sir Bruce Keogh, 
KBE, FMedSci  
Director

Hilary Newiss 
Director

*Cell and Gene Therapy Catapult is a trading name of Cell Therapy Catapult Limited, registered in 
England and Wales under company number 07964711, with registered office at 12th Floor Tower 
Wing, Guy’s Hospital, Great Maze Pond, London, SE1 9RT. VAT number 154421433.
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Executive Team

Matthew Durdy 
Chief Executive                 

Dr Jonathan Appleby 
Chief Scientific Officer

Dr Jacqueline Barry 
Chief Clinical Officer

Dr Sharon Brownlow 
Chief Business Officer

Brian Collins 
Chief Financial Officer

Dr Nick Johnson 
Chief Strategy & Impact Officer

Dr Stephen Ward 
Chief Manufacturing Officer

Thank you to the people and organisations 
who have worked with us over the year

  CGT Catapult Staff
  National and international organisations
  National and international companies
  National Health Services
  Regulators
  Academic and industry research teams
  Funding investors

Cell and Gene Therapy Catapult is committed to 
ensuring high standards of research integrity and 
research best practice in the activities we carry out. 
We subscribe to the principles described in the UK 
concordat to support research integrity.
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Researchers

National and international companies

Thank you to the people and organisations we 
have worked with over the year, including:

Funders and investors

National and international organisations

National Health Service

Regulators
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Cell and Gene Therapy Catapult 
12th Floor Tower Wing, Guy’s Hospital, 
Great Maze Pond, London SE1 9RT

t  +44 (0)20 3728 9500
e  info@ct.catapult.org.uk
w ct.catapult.org.uk

 @CGTCatapult


